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In licensed houses: Metropolitan which stated that she was desponding, and had a delusion that she and her family must come to utter ruin and destitution.
The " statement" sent to our office by the medical superintendent mentioned, too, that she had " suicidal feelings and delusions." In the evening of Sunday, the l'2th of January, 1879, she evaded the attendant, gained access to the dormitory in which she slept, and there hanged herself to one of the gas pendants by means of a round towel, which it was supposed she must have taken from the basket for dirty linen. It is stated that S. J. had escaped the nurse's notice while the patients were being taken down to the hall for tea, and that she had been able to get into the dormitory, owing to the door of the latter being inadvertently left unlocked, and that the patient had not been " looked upon as a suicidal case," her husband having said on her admission that she had never threatened or attempted suicide. With reference to this point we failed to understand how such a view could be entertained in the face of the certificate, and of the medical superintendent's own " statement." We were afterwards informed that the lock had been made more secure, but that there were difficulties in the way of altering the gas pendants.
"At the Parkside (Macclesfield) Asylum, a female patient, H. C., committed suicide on the 21st of April, only five days after admission, by throwing herself from a second-floor window.
" She was of known suicidal propensity, and was so de- scribed in the ' reception sheet' given to the charge attendant of the ward in which she was placed. Apparently improving, the patient was, on the day of the suicide, directed by the head attendant to be employed in the laundry. This order was forgotten by the charge nurse, who, instead, sent H. C. to assist an under nurse in making beds in a second-floor dormitory. Before this work was completed, the under nurse took H. C. into her bed-room, which adjoined the dormitory, and the windows of which were widely opened. Her 
